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SUBJECT: RECONCILIATION MEETING 

1 . SUMMARY. THE PRIME MINISTER HELD A RECONCILIATION MEETING IN 
AN OPPOSITION STRONGHOLD ON JULY 1, 1978. THIS IS THE MOST RECENT 
IN A SERIES OF MEETINGS AROUND THE COUNTRY, WHICH ARE RECEIVING 
WIDE COVERAGE IN THE LOCAL MEDIA. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON JULY 1, THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE, 

G.P. RAMOREBOLI ADDRESSED A LARGE MEETING AT QHOLAQHOE, THE 
STRONGHOLD OF THE MAKHOAKHOA CLAN WHICH HAS BEEN A STRONG BACKER 
OF THE OPPOSITION BASOTHOLAND CONGRESS PARTY (BCP). THE MINISTER 
OF JUSTICE, WHO IS A BCP MEMBER FROM THE PRO-GOVT. WING OF THE 
PARTY, ARGUED FOR COOPERATION WITH THE PRESENT GOVT IN ORDER TO 
GET ON WITH THE DEVELOPMENT EFFORT. 

3. TWO CHIEFS SPOKE, MAKING REQUESTS FOR MORE GOVERNMENT HELP, 
ESPECIALLY FOR SCHOOLS AND ROADS. 

4. THE PRIMIN SAID THAT HE WOULD WORK ON THEIR REQUESTS AND THAT 
HE HOPED THEY WOULD PUT POLITICAL DIFFERENCES ASIDE AND WORK FOR 
THE BETTERMENT OF THE COUNTRY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MASERU 01523 150717Z 


5. THE "LESOTHO WEEKLY" REPORTED THAT THE PRIMIN WAS WARMLY 
RECEIVED AND THAT THE PEOPLE HAD MADE ELABORATE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
THE VISIT. THE MEETING WAS GIVEN NEARLY THE WHOLE FRONT PAGE 

OF THE NEWSPAPER, MORE THAN ANY PREVIOUS MEETING. 

6. COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO BE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT MEETING OF 
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THE CURRENT ROUND OF RECONCILIATION "PITSOS". IT MAY ENCOURAGE 
THE PRIMIN TO SEEK RECONCILIATION IN OTHER STRONG OPPOSITION 
AREAS. NO TALK OF ELECTIONS WAS REPORTED. THESE MEETINGS ARE 
IN A SENSE THE PRIMIN'S FEASBILITY STUDY OF ELECTION POSSIBILITIES. 

WE BELIEVE THAT. DEPENDING ON HIS FINDINGS, THE PRIMIN WILL 
ULTIMATELY DECIDE WHETHER TO GO TO ELECTIONS OR CONTINUE HIS 
SINGLE-HANDED BENIGN RULE. 

STOKES 
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